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drink of the water forbear."."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that | am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of
favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man,
having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to
somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the
world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all
the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..Noureddin
thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his
station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the
slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and
white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "l will discover to you a face as it
were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape
and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the
poet:.So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of aimond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard
her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am | not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted
me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried
him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, “they lie against me! | am no
madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".Then he bade fetch the youth
and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me
on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that | am grown a talking-stock among them, and
indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall | delay this? Indeed, this very day | mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of
thy prate.".A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and
spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'l desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused
himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'l am not worthy of her nor am | a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him,
saying, 'l will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If | find it reasonable, | will fall in with thy wish; and if not, | will not do this
ever..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.l marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?"
And she answered, "O Captain Muin, | would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have | to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said,
"Know that | would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but | would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design
will not be accomplished but by thine aid.” Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will | go and sit in the street wherein is
the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see
me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and | will say, 'l come from the
Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and | came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was
shut against me and all the gates and | knew not whither | should go this night Presently | saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took
shelter therein against break of day.' When | say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave
her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, ‘It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till
the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall | have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and
peace be on thee!" And | said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for
her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him
before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a
man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me
news of my son, for that | cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady," answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not
be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son
was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided | know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing
sheep and let me not see him nor he me." And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth," answered she. 'Take all thou wilt
and bring me my son or else news of him.".The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he
took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it

was thou who willedst this." And she answered, saying, 'l weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, | and she, | have never been parted from
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her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that | may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.".After that |
tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So |
guestioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at
eventide, she took her gear and went away." So | turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] | inquired of the inhabitants [of the street]
concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed | marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most
extraordinary of that which hath betided me.".?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have | forsworn, sequestering
myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon
her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning
to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince EI
Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled
his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to
see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart," answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried
him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the
husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the
husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its
people suffered of straitness and oppression..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he
might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, ‘Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted
thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall | look on him, and indeed, | am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this
were ill seen. Nay, | will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand
back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and | shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took
up his abode there..It is as the jasmine, when it | espy, ii. 236..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still
holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with
thee and in thine own house!" So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence
of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of
dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman
whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened
fruits galore..One day, as | stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and
the place was illumined by her light. When | saw her, | fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When | heard her words and the
sweetness of her speech, | lusted after her; and when she saw that | lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind
occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then | abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and |
scarce credited her coming. When | saw her, | talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but
she answered, saying, 'l will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'l will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.".Accordingly, the servant carried this
message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch!
Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police
sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and
when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us.” And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen
me, for that she is a strange woman and | am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the
trouble of this world. Amen.".When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and
carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an
exceeding chagrin, never knew | a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy
dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, | pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL
SITT EL MILAH. (1).Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him
of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The
wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son."
So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is
my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So | practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this
turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have | accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and | will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee
right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so0.".So the youth obeyed his father's

commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of
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fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'l know the quintessence of jewels and | know the quintessence of horses and that of men;
brief, | know the quintessence of all things." So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of
the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, ‘This is a slave for sale." The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand
dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he
appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, ‘What shall | do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ?
Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore | ceased from that
wherewith | stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.Haroun
er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the
[self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and | are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant
said,."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the
following verses:].110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating
himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom
thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by
putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be

lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to

escapes a pit, ii. 51..When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to
take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness
her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife
was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his
brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they
were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, ‘My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the
kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they
rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me
fed..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.16. The Fox and the Crow cl.The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and
said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and | would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the
sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter
and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked
she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, "Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a
message, saying, "l will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." | laughed at him who bespoke me
with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, | will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the
sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased.™ Be this thy saying
to the king, and | will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And | also will say thus.".O'er all the fragrant flowers that be | have the prefrence aye, ii.

235..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270.
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