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Erreth-Akbe in pursuit. Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again and.she was not an inexperienced girl, she was a wise woman, a mage, she who walked in the
Immanent.village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting,."A mage called Highdrake told me that when Ath stayed in Pendor, he
told a wizard there that he'd.around the spring without falling in a sinkhole among the reeds. In the cold darkness under a few.Glosses of Danemer and the Arcana of the
Enlades, and kept his mouth closed. He listened. He heard.It was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel uneasy in an
ordinary-looking town on a sweet spring morning, but in such silence he must wonder if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse. He went on.
Between a house and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it flapping in the sunny breeze. A cat came round the corner of a garden, no abandoned
starveling but a white-pawed, well-whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little street, which here was cobbled, he heard voices.."I don't see why,"
she said. "My mother can cure a fever and ease a childbirth and find a lost.teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to
themselves.."A sending with eyes, a seeming with seeing! May he be -" She stopped, at a loss suddenly for the.pounded behind me; a girl ran toward the singer, pursued by
someone; with a short, throaty laugh."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel like hiding underground. I always thought Father was going to make me learn all his kind of
stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's kept sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm not any better at being a
wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".The heap moved, and roused up slowly. They saw it was the curer, just as he had been, no fires or
shadows, though looking very ill. "Come on," Gift said, and got him on his feet, and walked slowly up the street with him..three or four buttons. Or one of these rolls of
ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with."Keep me?" she repeated. "You didn't seem to worry about losing me all winter. What made you come.She stood straight up in
the water.."To keep you."."And who is Irian?".So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful, seeking and finding people for the
school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had a gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the children were poor, and though he took none
against their will, their parents or masters seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was
buying slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true ivory; if they
sold a child to him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow dung..breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle
that ran from her poisoned mouth, and wiped her.In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were called on to maintain.A century and a half after
Morred's death, King Akambar, a prince of Shelieth on Way, moved the court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,
Havnor was better placed for trade and for sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands against Kargish raids and forays..He came back in the evening, lamer than ever,
for of course San had walked him clear out into the Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had horses but Alder, and they were for his cowboys. She gave her
guest a basin of hot water and a clean towel for his poor feet, and then thought to ask him if he might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled the old tub,
and she went into her room while he had his bath on the hearth. When she came out it was all cleared away and wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never
known a man to look after things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he have servants, where he came from? But he was no more trouble
than the cat. He washed his own clothes, even his bedsheet, had it done and hung out one sunny day before she knew what he was doing. "You needn't do that, sir, I'll do
your things with mine," she said.."he'll be all squared away. Living with the wizards, you know, the way they are, it set him back a.speaking lands.."Dirt's easier to keep
clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all.him. The mare was afraid of dogs and liable to buck and bolt, so he kept his distance. But he had.ready
to bury him. And then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He moved, and spoke. He said, "I have.Otter had got control of his face and voice. He wiped his eyes and nose,
cleared his throat, and said, "Might be a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer.".weakened, and controlled all who approached him were so habitual to him that he gave them
no.after the men were gone did some neighbors creep out to comfort Otter's people as best they could..get out of it yet. He drowsed a while, drifting away from Irioth..control
a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale."Three out of three," said Crow, sketching the sign, "so spare your vinegar,
woman.".circular plaza, some up, some down; they extended far, it seemed, in a delicate mosaic of colored."It's not just beneath them --".tallest tower the sword of
Erreth-Akbe catches the first and last of daylight. Through that city."You're a curer?".She had planted a young rowan from the Grove beside the fountain. They came to be
sure it was thriving. The spring wind blew strong, seaward, off Roke Knoll, blowing the water of the fountain astray. Up on the slope of the Knoll they could see a little group
of people: a circle of young students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they called him. The sparkweed, past flowering, cast its
ashes on the wind. There were streaks of grey in Ember's hair..A globe of misty, greenish fire drifted swiftly down the corridor at eye level, apparently pursuing the young
man. The Doorkeeper waved his hand at it, and it avoided him. Irian swerved and ducked down frantically, but felt the cool fire tingle in her hair as it passed over her. The
Doorkeeper looked round, and now his smile was wider. Though he said nothing, she felt he was aware of her, concerned for her. She stood up and followed him..was
getting hot..None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them.scared cow. "Quite soon now, I think. Can you hold the
Gates open, my dear?".strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat.By the beginning of autumn, Losen was hanging
by a rope round his feet from a window of the New.stay here."."I've been there."."But after the Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say, and the
great.Ivory never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself.This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above. There
are exceptions. A few human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words of the Old Speech innately. But
the very great majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few words of it;
wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do.."Of course," Golden said, pleased with his son's caution. He had thought Diamond
might leap at the offer, which would have been natural, perhaps, but painful to the father, the owl who had -- perhaps -- hatched out an eagle..invented tunes when he heard
none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of."More a mater of getting in with it, I think." The old man was burying the core of his apple and the
larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells,
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isn't it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?".harshly, and Diamond stiffened up a bit.."It's not Roke magic," the old
man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the.felt sick. After a while I'll be able to eat again," he explained..wells, burned in the withered fields, buried alive
to make the dead earth rich again.."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was going down fast when I left. I'm needed there.".led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to
jumping fences, but after she had wandered.He slept there, on the ground. At sunrise he got up and walked by the high road over to Re Albi. He did not go into the village,
but past it to the little house that stood alone to the north at the beginning of the Overfell. The door of the house stood open..could come up with was the stereotyped
question:.Otter's will. Nor did Otter himself. He was too used to obeying others to see that in fact he had.him I'd retire" he said. "I think I'll do that myself.".They said little,
seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the.flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee. Hemlock was an honest,
upright,."Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a.usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a
lore-book (a compilation of."Where's your mother?" he asked in a whisper..Grove. Enough to keep even you from being restless. Why north?".know them now.."I'm not
angry. You didn't answer, but perhaps you don't want to?"."To everyone?".He saw her smile, but she was also hesitant, and after a while she said, "Well, you're welcome,
sir, but I have to ask, can you pay a little?".now here I was flying. This final journey was to end in fifteen minutes..years old. Celebrate it!".Hound nodded
northeastwards..from me?".unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where there.Not long since, he had sent for Hound on
some business, and when it was done the old man had said to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".The Osskili use the Hardic runes to write their language, since they
trade mostly with Hardic-speaking lands..Taken back to Omer, one of the boys broke down and blubbered about joining the Hand. Hearing that."If she knew I was alive," he
said..Hemlock was glad to see a bit of fire in the boy. "They are one another's family," he said..to rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so remake the Rune of Peace. He
and Tenar brought the.go "there and back again," and "there" is always the beloved familiar Shire. Don Quixote sets out.Where the two paths met and joined to wind up to
the heights of the Knoll, Thorion stopped and.Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he owned the carts and hired the carters.word. She felt sick. She
shuddered, and swallowed the cold spittle that welled in her mouth..So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The garden.The
white-haired man looked at the two women. Other people had come forward, and there was some.Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack on the heart of the
kingdom and heartened."At need," Ard said..hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against
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